This special issue will focus on the current problematic status of child well being in the U.S. and the critical conditions of the child welfare field. The field is characterized by accelerating rates of placement of children out of their homes, especially minority children, of institutionalized youth, of reported child abuse and neglect, and of the growing inability of child welfare agencies to meet the demands for service. The issue will offer both a retrospective and a prospective focus that will examine critically the history of policies and practices as a context for informing the development of future innovations. The development of child welfare practices am informed by cerruinties or accepted truths that are embedded in broader cultural understandings and that we have failed to critically examine. Among the certainties we will examine in this issue are: the dichotomy of public and private; the primacy of autonomous individualism; and the capacity of corrective intervention. These certainties constrain the formulation of critical questions about the nature of child welfare policy and practice. Added to this situation is the declining significance of community that has consequences for family and the state. The future of child welfare practice must explore a new set of critical questions that challenge these certainties if truly empowering models of practice are to be developed. Needed also are programs, policies and practices that challenge the certainties from cross-cultural, cross-gender, and cross-national perspectives. Taken together, we hope that such a collection will stimulate creative directions in professional education and action for the 21st century. The guest editors will share with potential authors a paper that develops some of the elements of the new framework that is presented in this Call. Please contact either editor.
